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[bookmark: _GoBack]Hobbes argued that death penalty was the only tool that could ensure peace. He observed that the government’s main function was to offer protection to its citizens who were in turn required to keep the peace. Hobbes argues that death punishment represents a special status within the general theory of punishment for those who have violated government requirements and failed to keep the peace (Heyd, 1991). In this view, he justifies the authority of the state to punish by death. However, critics have argued that no one should deprive anyone of their fundamental right to life. Also, considering the inalienable human right to live, sentencing an individual to death significantly violates this right (Hanks, 1997). Similarly, through the practice of capital punishment by the state, it is possible that innocent individuals may be executed due to the flaws or mistakes in the judicial system. Flanders (2013) argued that the imminent risks of executing the innocent can never be eliminated.
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